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Most industrial countries are planning for a (1)greener future. Millions of dollars
have been invested* to develop cleaner fuels. Better hybrid cars, electric cars and
zero emission* cars are being developed right now. Some of them are already being
made, (2)sell and driven. One day most of the cars on our roads will be (3) very /
pretty / much cleaner than the ones of today.

An interesting way of testing new types of fuels and engines are in car races.
Team Edison has been working on engines that use Ethanol. (4) Because / But /
Though / When the engine is traditional, the design is innovative. The body of the
car is aerodynamic* and very (5) hard / heavy / high / light in weight. As a result
the car needs (3) very / pretty / much less fuel and an ordinary* engine. The engine
itself uses (6)nonpolluting fuels that can be made from com or sugar cane*. Other
methods for powering cars include using batteries. But the problem with batteries is
that they still need energy to recharge them.

One of the problems with using Ethanol or biofuel is that most of it is made with
things that humans eat, such as com. This causes the costs to rise as it becomes
important for both food and fuel. Most scientists agree that it would be better to
make biofuel from grasses, waste or things that people don’t eat. This way it won’t

(7Mincrease food prices.
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Some cities and even small towns are developing their own power systems.
(1)Getting electricity from nuclear power can be dangerous. Generating electricity
from dams harms the natural environment and fish. Wind power is a cheap and
reliable* way to get power from wind. Rock Port, a small American town generates
all of its own electricity using wind power. It even has enough electricity for
another neighboring town. Rock Port can do (2)this because it is located in a very
windy part of the country.

(3)Not all places are lucky enough to have plenty of wind to power generators.
Others have to rely on the local electric power company. Some people have
installed solar power panels on their (4)doors / roofs / walls / windows . Solar
panels generate power only during daytime, when there is sunshine. So it is difficult
to rely on solar panels for 100% of your electric needs. However, solar is useful for
reducing electricity usage from other sources. |

Solar power is now being used for other things than powering houses. Solar
panels are being installed on experimental cars. A Swiss group is experimenting
with a solar-powered airplane, with a round-the-world* flight planned. The flight
will be completely* solar-powered. Unfortunately there is no space for passengers.
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