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There’s a quiet revolution going on in the computer world. In just a few decades
computers have shrunk from room size to palm size. Although we carry our small
laptops with us, we only use them occasionally and switch them off when we are
finished. Soon, however, our computers will always be on and they will constantly
store and check date for us. In effect, they will be like personal assistants.

All this will happen much sooner than you may imagine. MIT, the famous tech-
nical college in the USA, has already come up with a lightweight wearable computer.
The PC and key pad are built into a jacket. The display screen is incorporated into
a pair of ordinary glasses. This lightweight combination allows the users (g)to have
both hands free, to walk about, and even to leave the office. Cell phone software

connects the portable system with a main computer and the wearer may listen to
music, watch a video, browse the Web, phone friends or send e-mails.

A hands-free wearable computer will be a welcome tool for engineers, repairmen,
nurses and architects. These people are often away from their desktop computers
and they will use these appliances to keep in touch with vital data and records. Sim-
ilarly, a “wearable” will be very useful for emergency services. For example, small
video cameras attached to a firefighter’s “wearable” will transmit pictures back to
headquarters. The fire chief will view the pictures and will be able to send instruc-
tions directly to each firefighter.

Wearable computers will help the rest of us in countless other ways. Imagine
that you are at business conference. A woman’s face rings a bell, but you cannot re-
member her name. You activate the face-recognition system and the woman’s name,
company and contact information appear on the screen built into your glasses. “Hi,
Angela. Good to see you again. How is everyone at XYZ?” you ask casually.

You can expect wearable computers to be a part of our daily lives in the near

future. They may one day become as common as wristwatches.
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Emi: What are you doing this evening?

Jack: Nothing (1 ) particular. Why?

Emi: We are having a karaoke party. Have you ever been ( 2 ) a karaoke
bar?

Jack: Yes, [ have. (3 ) first [ didn’t like it very much, but before I knew it,
I got addicted.

Emi: A friend of mine told me that Karaoke’s popularity has been rapidly
spreading to many countries.

Jack: That’s right. (4 ) a matter of fact, there are a number of karaoke
bars in New York City.

Emi: It’s quite popular (5 ) college students here in Japan, too.

Jack: What exactly does karaoke mean?

Emi: Well, the word “karaoke” comes from “kara,” meaning “empty,” plus
“oke,” which is short ( 6 ) “orchestra.” So it means “empty orches-
tra.” My friend once thought it referred to a bathtub without hot water
in it. You see, in Japanese “oke” also means a “bucket” or a ”bathtub.”

Jack: T see.

Emi: Do you know where the original karaoke machine was invented?

Jack: No.

Emi: It was invented in Britain.

Jack: Really? I didn’t know that!

Emi: So, we're meeting at 7 o’clock at the karaoke bar. Why don’t you join
us?

Jack: OK! I'll be there.
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I saw the man whom you said was away.

Students should gain as many knowledge as possible.

It is most ten o’clock.

I came home very lately last night.
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I wonder what he will have said if he had known the facts.

O000000000000oooooo0n ( yOoooooooooo
goo

I am not in the mood to go out today.
I don’t feel ( ) going out today.

Though he is wealthy, he is not happy.

N

In ( ) of his wealth, he is not happy.

I've never had such a good dinner.
This is the best dinner I have ( ) had.

I don’t want to meet Tom at all.
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Tom is the ( ) person I want to meet.

Jim knows much about computers.
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Jim knows quite a ( ) about computers.
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Compared to a similar survey ( ) out last year, the number of over-
weight people increased in all age groups.

. It has been revealed that rice balls wrapped in plastic film and ( ) in

a microwave may absorb some chemicals.

. Thirty years ago the British parliament passed a law ( ) to give people
of all races equal opportunities.
The economy has improved a lot, thanks to factories ( ) by foreign
companies.

. For something to be ( ), there is always something lost.
0. gained [O. owned 0. heated 0. allowed 0. treated

O. carried 0O. mentioned 0O. acknowledged [O. caused 0O . designed
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to our party or not.
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whom —who 2. many — much 3. most — almost 4. lately — late

5. will have — would have
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like 2. spite 3. ever 4. last 5. lot
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after a two-month interval that we see each other

(is two month since we met last time)

. Please let me know if you can(=are able to) come

. a trip with his family every other(=second) year



