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Perhaps the most complicated element of environment is space — the distance
between people which creates the area they call their “territory.” Researchers have
determined that most people have at least four different distances that have meaning
for (;)them — intimate space, personal space, social space, and public space. Of

course, the more friendly you are with people, the more comfortable you feel having
them close to you when talking. The less well you know people, the more distance
you put between you and them when speaking.

Your intimate space consists of up to eighteen inches (about 46 cm) of space
between you and other people. It is the distance at which you feel comfortable com-
municating with members of your family and people you like very much or (oknow

very well. Violation of intimate space by strangers causes friction. Most people will
be nervous around, or will back away from, others who get within the eighteen-inch
range if they are not close friends or relatives.

To some extent, the precise boundary of intimate space is dictated by custom. For
example, most Americans feel a need for more distance between one another when
talking than do people from southern Europe or the Middle East. When you strike
up a conversation with a stranger, you must be careful not to violate that person’s
intimate space. Violation of intimate space is likely to make people uncomfortable
and therefore will make communicating with them more difficult.

Your personal space consists of from eighteen inches to four feet (about 1.2 m)
between you and other people. It is the distance at which you conduct most conver-

sations with acquaintances. (3yYou want people to be close enough so that you can

hear and see each other easily, but not so close that either of you feels uncomfortable.

Your social space consists of from four to twelve feet (about 3.6 m) between you
and other people. It is the distance at which you carry on interviews and other fairly
formal kinds of conversation. Your conversation with strangers at a party may be
carried on at this distance.

Your (4public space consists of the area beyond twelve feet between you and
other people. It is the distance at which you expect such types of communication
as public speeches and oral readings (s)to take place. Obviously, at this distance
communication is general — not personal.

Remember that people are likely to treat space as territory. How do you deal with
a person who invades your territory, or space? If you overreact, you are likely to
(eymake everyone involved even more uncomfortable. Instead, try describing your




feelings to the person. For instance, if someone sets some books near yours on a
library table in a way that violates your space, try either to (rjaccept the situation

or to explain your feelings. You might say something like “Could you move your
books a little? Putting them there really makes me (g)feel crowded.”

How do you treat other people’s space? If you are insensitive to others’ territory,
you are likely to make them behave defensively. A great deal of (9)human conflict

results from invasion of space.
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(D a conversation with colleagues
@ a job interview
@ a speech at a wedding reception

@ small talk between a married couple
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(D He is now looking for a bigger house to live in.
@ I studied hard to pass the examination.
@ It is impossible to live without air.

@ We ordered him to leave immediately.
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(D endure the circumstances patiently
@ have another person warm the person
@ move away from the place

@ understand where the problem lies
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0 1 Ishall you badly if you are going away.

D find @) miss @) search @ speak
O 2 is to blame for the accident?

(D Do you think who @ Who do you think

@ Whom do you think @ Who do you know

O 3 It was not until he had arrived home remembered his appoint-
ment with the doctor.

(D when he @ and he @ that he @ he

0 4 Strawberries are still available at a supermarket even though they are

season Now.

D out of @ beyond @ over @ without
O 5 This new sports car is reaching speeds of 140 miles per hour.

(D capable to @ capable of @) able to @ able of
0 6 The police have arrested him, but he says that he has to do with
the crime.
(D anything @) everything @ nothing @ something
0 7 After going over the plan, we decided finance.
(D discussing @) discussing about
@ to discuss @ to discuss about

O 8 A: “What have you done with your car?”
B: “I had some engine trouble yesterday, so it is at the mo-

ment.”
(D being repaired @ having been repaired
@ having repaired @ repaired
09 Don’t beso| 19 | My dog won't bite you.
D feared @) fearing @ frightened @ frightening

0 10 You cannot write anything that will convince people you are
convinced yourself.

D although @) then @ therefore @ unless
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It is ( )(a ) )b« ) ( ) full.
D mouth @) to @ with @ bad manners §) speak (©) your
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I( ) ( ) a ) )b )| ) a thing.
(D being @ for @) don’t @ such @) scolded ©®) like
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0 1 T'll be back in time for Mother’s birthday.

[0 2 He used to say that there is no place like home.

0 3 It is bad manners to speak with your mouth full.

0 4 I don’t like being scolded for such a thing.




