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Why a language becomes a global language (1)has little to do with the number

of people who speak it. It is much more to do with who those speakers are. Latin
became an international language throughout the Roman Empire, but (o)this was
not because the Romans were more numerous than the people they conquereTThey
were simply more powerful. Later, when Roman military power declined, Latin
remained for a millennium as the international language of education, (3thanks to a
different sort of power — the religious power of Roman Catholicism.

There is also the closest of links between language dominance and economic, tech-
nological, and cultural power. Without a strong power-base, of whatever kind, no
language can make progress as an international medium of communication. Lan-
guage has no independent existence, living in some sort of mystical space (4 apart

from the people who speak it. Language exists only in the brains and mouths and
ears and hands and eyes of its users. When they succeed on the international stage,
their language succeeds. When they fail, their language fails.

This point may seem obvious, but it needs to be made, because over the years
many popular and misleading beliefs have grown up about why a language should
become internationally successful. It is quite common to hear people claim that
an international language is an ideal model, on account of its literary qualities and
clarity of expression. Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Arabic and French are among (5)those
which at various times have been praised in such terms, and English is no excepti?
It is often suggested, for example, that there much be something inherently beautiful
or logical about the structure of English, in order to explain why it is now so widely
used. “It has less grammar than other languages,” some have suggested. This is
intended to mean that the language is grammatically not so complicated compared
with other languages, so ()it must be easier to learn.

Such arguments are misconceived. Latin was once a major international language,
despite the fact that it seems grammatically much more complicated. (7)A language
does not become global language because of its intrinsic structural properties, or

because of the size of its vocabulary, or because it has been a vehicle of a great
literature in the past, or because it was once associated with a great culture or
religion. A language has traditionally become an international language for one chief
reason: the power of its people — especially their political, economic, or military

power.
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@D Why a language becomes a global language
@ the number of people who speak it
@ who those speakers are

@ Latin became an international language throughout the Roman Empire
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(D languages @ popular and misleading beliefs
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06 OU0 (6)00D00D000DOD L@®UODODOO 10000000 UDOODO
(D English @) no exception
@ clarity of expression @ an ideal model
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D A language does not become a global language, for it has intrinsic struc-
tural problems.

@ Because of its intrinsic structural properties, a language does not become
a global language.

@ It is because of intrinsic properties that a language does not become a
global language.

@ Tt is not because of intrinsic properties that a language becomes a global

language.

08 00000D000O0DDOO0OD international language0 DO O00OOOODOOO
D000 @D@®O030000000[ 8 ol 9 @l 10 |

(D the governmental power of its users’ countries

@ the strength of its users in the world trades

@ the large population of its users

@ the long tradition of literature it has produced

® the military potential of the countries where it is used

©® the simplicity of its grammar
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After a little more work she went to bed, what she had done.
(D enjoyed with @) pleased with (@) satisfying with @ pleasing with

Since we do not know the new machine at all, we can not imagine what

it might be .

D alike @) like @ similar @ resemble
A: “Can you suggest a good hotel?”
B: “You could the Century. It’s very nice.”

D try @) stay @) sleep @ think
I have to go shopping as I don’t have left.

(D some bread @) a bread @) any bread @ the bread

I'd like to go shopping with you. Do you if I accompany you?

(D mind @ permit @ think @ allow
It is essential that every child the same educational opportuni-
ties.

(D has had @ have @) is having @ to have
These shoes of yours want | 17 |

(D mending @) to mend

@ that they should be mended @ mend

John waited .

(D until she arrived patiently there
@) there patiently until she arrived
@) at there until she arrived patiently
@ until there patiently arrived

you decide to take skiing lessons, let me know.
(D Should @ Do @ While @ Because

Susan needs the work before April 1.

(D done @ do @ be done @ be doing
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I( ) ( Y a ) Y b ) ( ) the other day.
DI @ lent you @ return @ the book @© to ) want you

02000000000000000000000000( 23 0] 24 |
At ( ) ( ) (o a ) ( (b ) ( ) the train.
(D be traveling @ on @ this @ time @) tomorrow ) we will
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Pehaps () )(  )( a )(  )( b )openit
D be @ enough @ kind @ to @ would ©® you

04 00000000000000000000O( 27 0] 28 |

You've (a ) ( )b ) ( ) ( ) not.
Dgot @it @ youlike @ or O togo © whether
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0 1 I want you to return the book I rent you.

0 2 At this time tomorrow we will be traveling the train.
0 3 Perhaps would you be kind enough to open it?
0 4 You've got to go whether you like it or not.




