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Let me talk about an American movie, “The Secret of My success,” starring
Michael J. Fox. It is about success and competition in business.

One theme that runs through American tradition is the idea of “getting ahead.”
This theme had its origin in the very beginning of the country. Immigrants came to
America to escape the poverty of the “old country,” whether the “old country” was
England, Italy, or China. They came (1 ) the idea that America represented a
Land of Opportunity, a place where a person could be successful and gain wealth and
happiness through struggle and hard work. At the same time, these people came
to America to escape systems where a person had (2 ) chance of getting ahead
unless his or her family was wealthy or influential.

To a great extent many people did realize their dreams in America. In the young

country there were indeed many opportunities for people who were willing to work

hard. Of course, like all cultural stereotypes, the idea that America was the land of

opportunity for all people was not entirely true. Hard work was always needed, but
often people needed help from friends or relatives to get the opportunities that they
needed for success. Whole segments of society were excluded from these opportu-
nities. The best examples of such “excluded” peoples include Black Americans and
even women. Of course, there are laws in America these days to guarantee freedom
of opportunity to all Americans, regardless (3 ) race, religion, age, or sex.

The movie “The Secret of My Success” depicts the struggles of a young man

who is trying to get ahead in New York City. The hero of the movie works hard,
but his success depends to a great extent (4 ) help from friends and relatives.
This film also shows the great emphasis on competition in America, both between
companies and within companies. “Getting ahead” means hard work, but it also
(5 ) struggling against others. This competition is often very hard. Everyone
tries to be number 1, the best, the richest, the most powerful. While many people
think there is too much competition in daily life, it remains an important part of life

in the modern world.
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(1) a. with b. to c. on d. in e. at

(2) a. many b. much c. no d. more e. few

(3) a. at b. of c. in d. from e. for

(4) a. by b. for c. with d. in e. on

(5) a. shows b. believes c¢. stands d. means e. tries
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(1) The theme of the movie “The Secret of My Success” is not clear.

(2) The idea of “getting ahead” is an American tradition.

(3) The American tradition of “getting ahead” has its origin in the very early
days of America.

(4) The immigrants escaped their home countries and came to America because
their relatives had been there.

(5) There were no immigrants who could make their dreams true.

(6) Those immigrants thought they could realize their dreams without working
hard in America.

(7) Black Americans and women in earlier times did not have the same oppor-
tunities that other people had.

(8) Even in America people often needed help from other people to get chances
for success.

(9) Today there are less problems of separation by race, religion and sex.

(10) People want to “get ahead” even though there is much competition.
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1. a-mong 2. bet-ween 3. cal-en-dar
to-mor-row 5. en-cour-age 6. dic-tio-nar-y
7. his-tor-i-cal 8. en-ter-tain-ment 9. leg-is-la-tion
10.  ma-jor-i-ty 11. mem-o-ra-ble 12.  ne-go-ti-a-tion
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(1) Lynn met her uncle ( ) her way to school this morning,.
a. on b. in c. at d. by
(2) If you are going to Tokyo, please call ( ) Mr. Yamada’s house and
get my book back from him.
a. on b. in c. at d. by
(3) T came here in 1998, and it is 2006 now so I have been here ( )8
years.
a. in b. at c. for d. during
(4) T have been to two countries in Africa. One is Egypt, and the ( )
is South Africa.
a. another b. other c. else d. elsewhere
(5) A: How ( ) is it from here to the train station?

B: It’s about 2 km.

a. long b. many c. far d. distance
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you b. Canada c. in d. lived e. know f. do
where h. he
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wrong b. is c. camera d. I e. your f. with

g. something h. think
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(4) x

a-mong [amAy|

cal-en-dar [keelondor]

S

his-tor-i-cal [hist3rikol]

1

3

5. en-cour-age [inkd:rid]

7

9. leg-is-la-tion [ledsisléifon]

10

mem-o-ra-ble [mémorabl] 12.

(1) f-a-e-g-c-b-h-d? (f-a-e-g-h-d-c-b?)
(2) d-f-b-e-a-c.

(3) d-e-g-c-a-f-j-h-b.

(4) b-e-g-d-h-a-i-c-f.

(5) d-h-g-b-a-f-e-c.

(5) x

(10) 0

bet-ween [bitwiin]

to-mor-row [tomd:rou]
dic-tio-nar-y [dik[oneri/-no-|
en-ter-tain-ment [éntortéinmont
ma-jor-i-ty [modgdiroti]
ne-go-ti-a-tion [nigou/iéifon]
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